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Problem about Expanded Polystyrene fragments contained within harvested laver

Shigeru FUJIEDA! - Kazuya SASAKI!

Abstract

The issue of the influence of marine debris, in particular small plastic fragments, on the fisheries
activities has been raised recently. The present study investigated the Expanded Polystyrene
fragments contained within harvested laver off Izumi City, Kagoshima, Japan. Expanded Polystyr-
ene fragments and plastic fibers have been found in the harvested laver in Fukunoe area of Izumi
City. Visual observations for Expanded Polystyrene floats were carried out on the coast and
fisheries ports of Azuma Town located on islands off Izumi City. More than 700 grounded floats
were observed along whole coastline, and more than 400 floats were used as fender for fishing boats
in 24 fisheries ports. It is suggested that one of the major sources of Expanded Polystyrene
fragments found in the laver should be those floats.
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Fig. 1. Expanded Polystyrene fragments and plastic
fibers contained within harvested laver in
Fukunoe area of Izumi City.
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Fig. 2. Grounded points of Expanded Polystyrene
float and the number of the floats used as
fender for fishing boats.

Area used of aquaculture (10th census of
fisheries 2001).
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l-_g 3. Grounded and buried Fxpanded Polystyrene
fragments in the coast of Fukunoe, lzumi
City.
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