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Mass stranding of the violet shell, Janthina (Violetta) prolongata on Omori
Beach of Hokkaido in the autumn of 1994

Akihiko Suzuk! and Tomoyasu YAMAZAKIZ

Abstract

Mass stranding of the violet shell, Janthina (Violetta) prolongata drifted on Omori Beach faced on Tsugaru
Strait of southwestern Hokkaido was examined. Janthina shells were washed ashore due to severe storm in early
autumn. A linear relationship with a high regression coefficient (y=0.99 x-1.45) was obtained between shell length
and diameter. The frequency distribution shell length shows bimodal pattern, and the population of Janthina shells
might be composed of two different generations. Mass stranding of J. prolongata on Omori Bech is presumed to
high temperature of surface sea water in the northern Japan Sea in the autumn of 1994,
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Fig.1 Location of Omori Beach, southwestern Hokkaido.
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Fig. 2 Janthina (Violetta) prolongata collected on Omori Beach.
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Fig.3 Relationship between shell diameter and shell length
of J. prolongata.
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Fig. 4 Frequency disuribution of shell length of J. prolongata.
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Fig.5 Yearly difference of average value of surface water
temperature of the Japan Sea in September 1994.
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