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Attempt at alert system of drifting marine litter by periodical monitoring on the coast

Shigeru FUIEDA'

Abstract

The west coast of Kyushu around Satsuma peninsula in Kagoshima was covered with substantial quantities of
marine liter in August 1998. By this case, the periodical monitoring of marine litter began on the beach of
Fukiagehama, Kagoshima prefecture. The section of monitoring site is 1,600 m in length from the river mouth of
Kaminokawa to the south. The monitoring survey was carried out every month from Aug. 1998 to Dec. 2008.
Collected abroad-induced indicator items were Chinese lighter (included Taiwan) and spindle-shaped plastic floats
(orange and blue). Collected home-induced indicator item was Japanese lighter. Collected indicator item as haz-
ardous waste (medical item) was syringe. Alert system statistically established waming and advisory of abroad,
home-induced and hazardous waste by collected data from January 1999 to December 2007. Abroad-induced
warning was issued at August-October 1998, July-September 2005 and July-September 2006. In these terms,

floods have been caused at abroad.
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