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Bird predation on the common paper nautilus, Argonauta argo,
stranded on Hamanaka Beach, Yoichi Town, Hokkaido

Akihiko SUZUKI' and Takafumi ENYA'

Abstract

Predation by bird on the common paper nautilus, Argonauta argo, stranded on Yoichi coast, Hokkaido is exam-
ined. Shells of paper nautilus were predated about 57 %, and the rest non-predated. Predation pattern of shells is
divided into three types, Type 1, Type 2 and Type 3, based on broken position and broken dimension. Broken con-

dition of shells gradually increases from Type 1 to Type3.

Size-frequency distributions show almost the same pattern

between predated and non-predated shells. Predators on paper nautilus are attributed to gulls and crows in view of

field photo and footprints on the beach.
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Fig.1 Map showing the study site of Yoichi Town, Hokkaido.
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Fig.2 Occurrence of Argonauta argo on the beach.

1. Stranded shell with molluscan body, 2. Predated shell (Type 1),
3. Predated shell (Type 2), 4. Predated shell (Type 3).
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Fig.3 Frequency of predated shells in total shells of paper
nautiluses.
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Fig.4 Predation patterns of predated shells of paper nauti-

luses.
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Fig.b  Size-frequency distribution of predated and non-
predated shells.
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Fig.6 Sea birds in Yoichi, 2010.

1. Slaty-backed gull in late October, 2. Argonauta and footprint of gull,
3, 4. Intermingled footprints of gulls and crows.
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