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Seedlings of Mucuna (Leguminosae) from sea-borne seeds on the coast of Kyushu, Japan

Hiroki NAKANISHI'

Abstract

Seedling of Mucuna (Leguminosae) from sea-borne seeds were found on the coast of western Kyushu, Japan.

To identify the species name of their seedlings, leaf characters of three Mucuna species, M. gigantea, M. sloanei and

M. macrocarpa, were studied by observation on plants grown using the seeds collected. Seeds of these species were

known to be drifted ashore on the coast of Japanese mainland. The leaves of these species were found to be distin-

guishable from each other in terminal leaflet, lateral vein, hair on leaf and stipel. ~ Six seedlings of Mucuna from sea-

borne seeds were found on the beach in Nagasaki Prefecture, western Kyushu from 2008 to 2018.  Of these, 5 were

found to be M. gigantea and 1 was M. sloanei.
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Fig.1 Leaf shape of young plant. 1: Mucuna macrocarpa,
2: M. gigantea, 3: M. sloanei
Table 1. Character of leaf of Mucuna species
M. macrocarpa M. gigantea M. sloanei
terminal leaflet narrowly ovate ovate narrow elliptic ovate narrow elliptic
lateral veine D, 6 pairs 3, 4 pairs 9, 6 pairs
hair on leaf yellowish brown hair white hair scatter white hair
stipel absent present present
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Fig.2. Map showing localities of Mucuna seedlings. dot:
Mucuna gigantea, star: M. sloanei; 1: Iguchihama,
Kamiagata-cho, Tsushima City, 2: liramachi, Hirado
City, 3: Nozakijima, Ojika-cho, Kitamatsuura-gun, 4:
Hamada, Kishuku-cho, Goto City, 5: Nakahama,
Kishuku-cho, Goto City
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Fig.3 Mucuna sloanei on the beach in Nozakijima Island,
Ojika-cho, Kitamatsuura-gun. Nagasaki Prefecture.

Fig.4 Mucuna gigantea on the beach in liramachi, Hirado
City, Nagasaki Prefecture.
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